[Diagnosis and treatments for recurrent malignant tumors involving the carotid artery].
To study the diagnosis and treatment of the malignant tumor involving carotid artery. A total of 23 cases of recurrent malignant tumors involving the carotid artery were included in this study. For the primary cancers, 8 of 23 cases were laryngeal carcinomas, 10 hypopharyngeal carcinomas, 2 thyroid carcinomas, 1 tonsil carcinoma, 1 parotid gland carcinoma, and 1 hypopharyngeal sarcoma with the invasion of cervical esophagus. Detailed evaluation on each case was performed before treatment. The relations of recurrent tumors with neck blood vessels were determined with enhanced CT/CTA. Of 23 cases with recurrent malignant tumors involving the carotid artery, 16 cases received surgery and 7 cases received the palliative treatment without operation. Seven patients with palliative treatments died of hemorrhage from the invaded neck blood vessels, systemic failure or pulmonary metastasis in six months. Of 16 cases with surgery, recurrent tumors were completely excised in 14 cases and there were residual tumor tissues on artery walls in 2 cases. Within 16 surgical cases, 2 cases died of neck hemorrhoea after one week because of infection, 2 cases died of lung metastasis 8 months later, 3 cases died of neck local recurrence 1 year later, 2 cases died of lung metastasis after 2 years, 1 case died of neck local recurrence 2 years later and 1 case died of a heart attack 2 years later. The rest 5 cases were alive. Enhancement CT/CTA can used in the evaluation for recurrent malignant tumors involving the carotid artery. Surgical treatments can be applied to some selected patients, which can improve the quality of life and survival time of the patients.